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Synopsis

Die Studie untersucht die dem EuropArischen Parlament und den nationalen Parlamenten der
EU-Mitgliedstaaten zugestandenen und von ihnen genutzten Optionen zur Kontrolle und
Mitgestaltung europArischer Politik. Grundfrage ist, in welcher Form und unter welchen
Umfeldbedingungen den beiden parlamentarischen Ebenen Anreizstrukturen geA{ffnet wurden, die
zur substanziellen Reduzierung des Demokratiedefizits in der EU beitragen. Die Studie zieht hierzu
die im Maastrichter Vertrag erstmals angelegte VerknA pfung der beiden Parlamentsebenen als
Ausgangspunkt einer in dieser Form neuartigen Untersuchung heran. Analysiert werden Chancen
und Grenzen eines europArischen Mehrebenenparlamentarismus. Die Studie bietet hierzu die erste
empirisch gesAnttigte Grundlage. Andreas Maurer ist Professor fA r Politikwissenschaft und
EuropAsische Integration an der UniversitAst Innsbruck. Die Arbeit wurde im Januar 2004 mit dem

Wissenschaftspreis des Deutschen Bundestages ausgezeichnet.
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Customer Reviews

The Nice Treaty’s Declaration on the future of the European Union has restated a fundamental

issue: National parliaments and the European Parliament face a growing number of challenges



which call their position as the direct legitimate representatives of the European Union’s citizenry
into question: They constantly have to adapt and adjust the possibilities and arrangements for
parliamentary involvement in response to Community legislation and Union action. The major
question posed by this study is how the European Parliament and the national parliaments
"acclimatise" to common challenges, constraints and opportunities for which they are mainly
responsible themselves.The study is examines different ways to democratise the EU. The study
reveals a dynamic European Parliament which is taking up a major challenge with respect to its role
as the representative arena of citizens’ concerns. Moreover, it shows that the overall majority of
national parliaments have been slow adapters. The effective use of parliamentary provisions with
regard to the participation in EU affairs have not converged into one uniform model. Thus, it is
extremely difficult to suggest blueprints for an optimal model for parliamentary involvement in EU
affairs.The increased importance of EU affairs will lead to stronger and direct participation of
national parliaments at EU level and this will affect the basic way in which national governments and
parliaments function in general. It might not be wrong to call upon the European Parliament and the
national parliaments to strengthen their interparliamentary network for multi-level scrutiny. However,
roles and functions should be allocated appropriately: The realisation of a new multi-dimensional
web of interparliamentary contacts might help reduce the democratic deficit in institutional -
parliamentary - terms. Nevertheless, one should bear in mind that the "end-users" of public policy
outcomes - the Union’s citizens - are not that familiar with the institutional mechanisms. It will
therefore still be up to the actors involved to offer appropriate means for the participation of the
European Union’s Demoi in shaping the conditions for their way of living. The simple formalisation of
COSAC or any other joint body incorporating MEPs and MPs within the framework of a new Treaty
or constitution will also render the EU more complex and less transparent. The Convention on the
Future of the EU should therefore explore appropriate avenues for a more coherent and clear-cut
organisation of interest representation and mediation in an enlarged European Union.The study has

received the Science Award of the German Bundestag for 2003 and 2004.
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